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To:  Mohawk Faculty and Staff 
From:  Paul Armstrong, Vice President Academic 
Re:  Message Regarding Potential Faculty Strike 
Date:  October 13, 2017 
 
Dear Colleagues: 
 
Unfortunately, it appears that we are headed to a province-wide faculty strike. The bargaining team 
representing Ontario’s 12,000 faculty gave notice earlier this week that a province-wide work 
stoppage would begin on Monday, Oct. 16th.  
 
While we do not know how long a strike will last, we know with certainty that three things will happen 
at Mohawk. Supporting students will remain our first priority. Our campuses will stay open and 
services will continue to be available for all students. In 50 years, not one student at an Ontario college 
has lost their year due to a strike and Mohawk will make sure that all students have the opportunity to 
complete their semester. We will be encouraging students to be caught up on their work so they are 
ready to go when their classes resume. 
 
Secondly, I want to recognize how difficult a time this is for our faculty colleagues.  We will respect 
their right to strike. No administrative or support staff will do the work of faculty during the work 
stoppage. We have told students that all full-time and apprenticeship programs will be suspended for 
the duration of the strike. No teaching or instruction will happen in our labs. We have asked students 
not to contact their faculty. We also made the difficult decision to postpone our Fall Convocation 
because graduating students want the opportunity to personally thank faculty for contributing to their 
success. 
 
And finally, we will continue to treat one another with respect. There will be zero tolerance for anyone 
who puts the safety of others at risk.   How we treat one another during the strike will carry over to 
how we work together once the strike is over. We will remain a college that cares for students and 
colleagues. 
 
No one wants a strike. Having been through two previous faculty strikes at Mohawk, I know this will 
be a disruptive and stressful time for many students, faculty and staff. But the strike will end, the 
semester will resume and we will welcome back our faculty colleagues who will get back to doing 
what they do best – educating, inspiring and transforming the lives of Mohawk students.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Paul Armstrong 
Vice President, Academic  


